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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Specification 

1 . Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The abstract is objected to since it exceeds 150 words in length. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 2 recites the limitation "the periphery projection" in Line 3. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 



(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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5. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Moretti (U.S. Patent No. 6,085,920). 

6. Regarding Claim 1 , Moretti discloses a safety container comprising: a container 
main body 5 (Figure 3); an internal cap 10 (Figure 3) configured to be fit to an opening 
part (Figure 7 below) of the container main body; and an external cap 20 (Figure 3) 
configured to be fit to the internal cap rotatably and moveably in upper and lower 
directions; wherein the external cap is not rotated with the internal cap in a case where 
only the external cap is rotated in an opening direction; wherein the external cap is 
rotated in a state where the external cap is pressed toward an internal cap side so that 
the external cap and the internal cap are engaged and the internal cap is opened and 
separated from the container main body (Column 3, Lines 35-41); wherein the safety 
container further comprises an inner ring 12 (Figure 3) having an end part (Figure 7 
below) where an engaging part engaged at a top part of the opening part of the 
container main body is provided and another end part where a slide contact part (Figure 
3 below) is provided; and wherein the internal cap is rotated with the external cap while 
the internal cap slides and contacts the slide contact part, by rotating the external cap in 
the opening direction in a state where the external cap is pressed toward the internal 
cap side until a rotation angle reaches a designated angle (Column 3, Lines 37-40). 
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7. Regarding Claim 2, as best understood, Moretti discloses a safety container 
wherein an elastic concave and convex structure 23 (Figures 1 and 3) is provided at the 
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periphery projection 16 (Figure 3) and the slide contact part (Figure 3 above) so as to 
slide and contact while the external cap is rotated in the opening direction so that the 
periphery projection and the slide contact part receive a resistance force greater than a 
resistance force generated by rotating the external cap in the closing direction (Column 
3, Lines 35-41). 

8. Claims 3-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Naito et 
al. (U.S. Patent No. 3,843,006). 

9. Regarding Claim 3, Naito et al. discloses a safety container comprising: a 
container main body D (Figure 1); a cap (Figure 1 below); and an inner ring C (Figure 
1); wherein a thread (Figure 1 below) is formed on a periphery wall external surface of 
an opening part of the container main body; wherein the cap includes an internal cap A 
(Figure 1 ) and an external cap B (Figure 1 ) configured to be fit to the internal cap 
rotatably and moveably in upper and lower directions; wherein a thread 3 (Figure 1) 
engaging with the thread of the container main body is formed on a periphery wall 
internal surface of the internal cap (Figure 1); wherein the internal cap includes a 
periphery projection (Figure 1 below) provided on an internal surface of a top wall so as 
to be formed downward; an internal projection 6 (Figure 1) projecting upward from an 
external periphery part (Figure 1 below) of the top wall; and an engaging plate (Figure 1 
below) fixed to a side surface of the internal projection, extending in a direction along a 
periphery wall, and having an end part (Figure 1 below) where a projection part is 
formed; wherein the projection part includes a tilt surface 13 (Figure 1) wherein a width 
is spread toward an external periphery side (Figure 1) in a direction along an external 
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periphery wall, and a stand surface 10 (Figure 1) provided in a center direction; wherein 
the external cap includes an external projection 7 (Figure 1) provided on an external 
periphery part of an internal surface of a top wall so as to be formed projecting 
downward; an engaging projection (Figure 1 below) projecting from a periphery wall 
internal surface; and an elastic body 11 (Figure 1) provided on an internal surface of the 
top wall so as to be formed facing downward and exerting a force on the internal cap by 
being pressed; wherein the inner ring includes an engaging part (Figure 1 below) 
engaged at a top part of the opening part of the container main body and an internal 
surface where a slide contact part (Figure 1 below) is provided; wherein the engaging 
projection comes in contact with the stand surface of the projection part so as to engage 
the engaging plate, and the internal cap is rotated together with the external cap so that 
the opening part is closed by the top wall, by rotating the external cap in the closing 
direction; wherein in a case where only the external cap is rotated in an opening 
direction, the engaging projection is slid by the tilt surface of the projection so that the 
engaging projection is not engaged with the engaging plate and the external cap is not 
rotated with the internal cap; and wherein, by rotating the external cap in the opening 
direction in a state where the external cap is pressed to a side of the internal cap, the 
elastic body is bent, the external projection is engaged with the inner projection, and the 
internal cap is rotated together with the external cap while the external surface of the 
periphery projection slides and contacts the slide contact part, so that the opening part 
is opened from the top wall (Column 1 , Lines 7-11). 
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Figure 1 pafto et al,} 



externa! 




1 0. Regarding Claim 4, Naito et al. discloses a safety container wherein an elastic 
concave and convex structure 1 1 (Figure 1) is provided at the periphery projection 
(Figure 1 above) and the slide contact part so as to slide and contact while the external 
cap is rotated in the opening direction so that the periphery projection and the slide 
contact part receive a resistance force greater than a resistance force generated by 
rotating the external cap in the closing direction (Column 4, Lines 58-68). 

1 1 . Regarding Claim 5, Naito et al. discloses a safety container, comprising: a 
container main body D (Figure 1); and a cap (Figure 1 above); wherein a thread (Figure 
1 above) is formed on a periphery wall external surface of an opening part of the 
container main body; wherein the cap includes an internal cap A (Figure 1) and an 
external cap B (Figure 1 ) configured to be fit to the internal cap rotatably and moveably 
in upper and lower directions; wherein a thread 3 (Figure 1 ) engaging with the thread of 
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the container main body is formed on a periphery wall internal surface of the internal 
cap; wherein the internal cap includes an internal projection 6 (Figure 1) projecting 
upward from an external periphery part (Figure 1 above) of the top wall; an engaging 
plate (Figure 1 above) fixed to a side surface of the internal projection, extending in a 
direction along a periphery wall, and having an end part (Figure 1 above) where a 
projection part (Figure 1 above) is formed; wherein the projection part includes a tilt 
surface (Figure 1 above) wherein a width is spread toward an external periphery side 
(Figure 1) in a direction along an external periphery wall, and a stand surface 10 (Figure 
1) provided in a center direction; wherein the external cap includes an external 
projection 7 (Figure 1 ) provided on an external periphery part of an internal surface of a 
top wall so as to be formed projecting downward; an engaging projection (Figure 1 
above) projecting from an internal surface of a periphery wall; and an elastic body 1 1 
(Figure 1 ) provided on an internal surface of the top wall so as to be formed facing 
downward and exerting a force on the internal cap by being pressed; wherein the 
engaging projection comes in contact with the stand surface of the projection part so as 
to engage the engaging plate, and the internal cap is rotated together with the external 
cap so that the opening part is closed by the top wall, by rotating the external cap in the 
closing direction; wherein, in a case where only the external cap is rotated in an opening 
direction, the engaging projection is slid by the tilt surface of the projection so that the 
engaging projection is not engaged with the engaging plate and the external cap is not 
rotated with the internal cap (Column 1, Lines 64-68; Column 2, Lines 1-2); wherein by 
rotating the external cap in the opening direction in a state where the external cap is 
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pressed to a side of the internal cap, the elastic body is bent, and the external projection 
is engaged with the inner projection, wherein, until the rotation angle reaches a 
designated angle, the engaging projection is slid and contacted by the tilt surface while 
the engaging projection receives a designated resistance, and the internal cap is rotated 
together with the external cap, so that the opening part is opened from the top wall 
(Column 2, Lines 3-5), and wherein a configuration of either the projection part or the 
engaging projection or configurations of both of the projection part and the engaging 
projection are adjusted so that a size of the resistance is adjusted. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ELIZABETH VOLZ whose telephone number is 
(571 )270-5430. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 8am- 
5pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Quang Thanh can be reached on (571)272-4982. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
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Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



IE. V./ /Quang D. Thanh/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 4177 Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 4177 



